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A Liberal Party-owned company garners
considerable income from taxpayer funds
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COMMENTARY
RESEARCH PROVIDES MORE PERKS FOR POLITICAL INSIDERS

They want to have things both
ways. They urge Australians to
vote for stability by supporting the
Caalitioninthe Senate ather than

DAVID CROWE

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT

Voters rightly hate the privileges
that politicians bestow on them-
es. Whether it is a Comear, a

way, public funds tum into party
cash

Labor has a similar company,
Magenta Linas, to keep track of

with the law. There is nothing to
suggest heiswrongon that point.
owner of the company,

Lheljbeml Party can take cash out

study tour or
nuation benefit, the special treat-
ment widens the gulf between the
polluczl tlassandﬁ\eaverage]oe
liticians keep fin

new ways to explore that gull. to
put more distance between them-
selves and everyone else. They go
sailing into the unknown. Some-
times they fall off the edge of the
world. As election day nears, vot-

customer paid$2500—alongway
the Liberal Party. State MPs and

\g drawn to an “outsider” can-  voters using software called Elec-  of Parakeelia asitwishes, asadivi- local councillors also can buy the
didatewhomay make thingsawk-  trac. Both companies have been dend ora payment for services,for service, but are state entitlements
ward At the sametime, they resist  reported on for years. Yet their  instance. The party says the pay- helpingtofillfederal party coffers?
changesthatwil irown ments were a rei for  The recent history of political
partiesto more scrutiny. are only naw an issue, followmg investments it had made in Para-  donations has everyone on guard,

ers may feel an increasing urgeto  No wonder some Australians  reports Parakeelia keelia’s software upgrades over
reach for their pencils and push look I(man‘k the outsiders when &500000 mme Liberal Pany last time. Fair enough. Nobody sug-
“insider” candidates into oblivi year, $400,000 the previous year gestsﬂlepartylsobhgedmmnﬂm The Parakeelia
So there is more at stake than Atatimewhen Donald Trumj beforethat.
Liberal Party finances inthe curi. _iscrashingthroughUSpoliticsand  The Labor company does not — Yet the scale of the cashis the  StOTY shows the need
oustale of the party’s private data-  Britons are demanding a Brexit, appeartobemakingthesamesort problem. What is to stop a party  for more sunlight on
base company, Pznkeelm While the backlash against politics-as- of payments. Sometimes a pay- subsidiary from collecting even  the way political
Scott Morrison dismisses the usual has never beenmore power-  ment from Magenta Linas to the higher fees from MPs out of their  parties work
“witch-hunt” m(o the flow of ful Parakeeliaisaperfectexample  ALP of $2000 or so shows up in  office entitlements? What law pre-
money a the company, the afir  f polics-as usual. s owned by - Austalian Electoral Commission vents Paraheelia ecoming aper - givn heway payments romsyd-
example of the way ral Party to keep tabs on  records. manent profit centre and ney companiestothe Liberal Party
politicians like to live in a world votm using database software  This is a political problem that  Liberal Party’s biggest source ol were routed Ihmugh me Free En-
with special rules and no questions  that records the contact that con-  Turnbull cannot escape. Aninves-  funding, all with the help of tax- terprise Foundation in Canberra
asked. stituents make with their local tigation seems certain now Labor  payer subsidies? At what point  to skirt NSW bans on donations
Malcolm Turnbull and his col-  members orsenators. has written to the Auditor-Gen-  would Labor and the Greens have  from property developers. Thereis
leagues fend off questions about Ps use their office entitle- eral to ask for an audit of the way nochoicebuttodothesame? nothing to stop Parakeelia being
Parakeelia as if there is no obli-  ments,fundedby taxpayers,topay  taxpayer funds are used. Liberal  Th itof  usedto
gation to account for hundreds of for the Parakeelia service and its  Party federal director Tony Nutt proportion to the company’s rev-

thousands of dollars in taxpayer
funds that are paid each year into
the party’s secretive subsidiary.

TARGETED CASH
CAN LIFT SCHOOLS

US research shows how to achieve better
results, and it’s not all about the money

RICHARD HOLDEN

software, Feedback. Yet the com-
pany also pours money into Lib-
eral coffers. Somewhere along the

has promised full co-operation.
Importantly, Nutt says the party
and the company have complied

enue. The Coalition had 123 mem-
bers and senators in the last
parliament — enough to generate

source and transfer surplus cashto
theparty.

Labor's experience means Bill
Shorten is in no position to throw

stones. Th Jnion
allowed the misuse of cash from
someof the poorest

country, who ended up paying for
Craig Thomson's election cam-

AUSEOZOIMA-V1

the “do not call” register. If your
personal information is stored in
Feedback c you wi

never know it. You can ask to see
the finance industry’s record of

paign (ves, and more) through his  your credit history but you cannot

areditcard find out what a political party
crowd-

cd o s funds ‘hat are used  The Parakeelastoryisa tet of

for personal advance- mslder politics. It shows the need

‘ment, yet on the way poli-

foul when the trade union royal
commission looks into them. The
sense of entitlement in the politi-
calclassknows nobounds.

As if the payment of taxpayer
funds to Parakeelia and Magenta
Linas is not enough, the compan-
ies enjoy other forms of special
treatment. They are free from the
Privacy Act under amendments
passed in 2000 even though the
privacy commissioner at the time,
Malcolm  Crompton,  warned

tical parties work: It proves the
case for tougher donations laws
and privacy laws. Italsoshowsthat
when politicians enjoy special
treatment, they should useit wise-
ly. What is within the law can still
beareasontochangethelaw.
“Tumbul appears likely to win
on July 2 but he needs a convinc-
ing victory and a workable upper
house. His campaign against wild-
card Senate candidates loses
steam when b defends the poli-

They are even exempt from
laws against spam emails and junk
mail legislated in 2003. I you find
your inbox full of political propa-

t so many voters
abhor, e peods 2 betier answer
on Parakeelia.

Defending thestatus quotothe
bitter end is usually how insiders

INVASION NOT INTENDED, BUT TROUBLE WAS INEVITABLE

British colonisers
took away
Aboriginal life
DAVID HILL

WhenKing Georgelll deciaredto
the British parliament in Jan

Inthe lead-up effects, not 787 the detsion o send comvict
i just that could be to Botany Bay, he said it was driv-
primary i misleading. enby the need to find somewhere
education has become pretty Ina 2013 paperwith Wil to dispatch excessive numbers of
shrill, and locused almost Dobbie (now at Princeton), Fryer |  convicts and “remove the incon-
finds that venience” of overcrowded British
versus not. jail i
Forinstance, Nick Catersaid  an extended schoolday andyear; The original destination of
in todrive Botany Bay s a prison had been
(C June7)that by botanist Joseph
“throwing cash at schools s not mgjwuzhty mcherhuman Banks, who had been on the only
the answer” and mocked the capital; a culture of high British expedition to Australia’s
notion that money could help expectations and high-dosage eas!masll7 years before, in 1770,
! evi th Captain James Cook on the
“alchemy”. The next day, Janet  Staggeringly, thesefactors Endeavour
Albrechtsen followed suit, te(]ing account for roughly half of Bankssaid the site was suitable
us: i i because the convicts would have
elatedly,
doubled over the past two Institute of Technology fertile enough for them to grow
decadesbut hasfailedtoraise ~ economists Josh Angristand enough food to survive. Cook
standards in student Parag Pathak, along with made it quite clear the settlement
formance.” Chmmph er Walters from the would not require an invasion
Caterevensaw fittogiveusa  University of California, force when he reported that the
briefphilosophy lesson, referring ~ Berkeley, show that so-called No indigenous people were “timor-
to Descartes, Lockeand ‘Excuses charter schools (broadly ous” and “inoffensive” and not a
Bertrand Russell. speaking, i schools) i A
Itisironic, then, that the in Massachusetts outperform It is useful to revisit the facts
Albrechtsen-Caterargument —  other charter schools. These surrounding the First Fleet after
we've spent n iscipline, Malcolm Turnbull agreed, while
i uniforms, “cold- il, that the col-
improved— commits oneofthe  call” studentsin class, often onisation of Australia by British
iclogi i empl settlers could be described as an

loy
involved in the Teach for

ergo propter hoc (after this,
this).

Both sides are
obsessively focused
on money and not
enough on what
works in education

“invasion”.
When Commander Arthur

havestrongacademic Phillip was_given his detailed
ideo for

footage of lessons to provide of the penal colony, he was
teacher feedback-They find that, | - ordered by King George o make
by every

el predld effectiv possible means to open an inter-
Finally, Nobellaureate James |~ ourse with the naties- he was
Heckman has highlighted the told,“and to conciliate their affec-
importance of early childhood tions, enjoining all our subjects to

for

ing up,
achievement lat. Conclusion:

socioeconomically

education spendingand student  Heckman looked at programs
achievement. 'l'hak conclusionis, that used random assignment of
inaword, wror students (because of resource
On the other side of the constraints), which alsoallows
debate, however, Labor hasbeen  oneto draw causal conclusions.
is i Asheputsit, thestudies
money does h limpact  “ i
onachievement. Its “Your Child.  positive effects of early

Our Future” policy points to

environmental enrichment ona

live in amity and kindness with
them”

Soon after landing in Sydney
Cove, which he found more suit-

t inal
people should not be “offended”
or “molested” and should be
“treated with every mark of
rendshp”

| tiny wooden sailing
shlps hat 1ok Pormouth og
May 13, 1787, packed with 1500

whom were women and 19 of
them pregnant, the fleet included

chickens, goats, cows,bulls, ducks,
geeseand horses,aswellas sever

i several
wives and_children, the ship's

Arriving in January 1788, the
First. the:

died or had wandered into the
bush and were lost, and the first
attempted _harvest juced

enough grain to last only a few
weeks.

peopleon
hardly

sucha g
better schooling
mmmnummamavebeen j
long after
ing, o

‘Education poli

‘however,

all thingsto
‘happen, and that will lead to

it Often,
require additional resources. A

resembled an invasion fleet. In
addition to 800 convicts, 200 of

avoiding the newcomers. From
the moment the British started
clearing back the dense bush for
their setlement,they began the

two centuries, assorted other
European diseases and alcohol
combined to devasate the Abor-
iginal civilsation.

‘The dissipation of local tribes
continued with the spread of
white farming and the taking of
traditional lands along the Parra-
matta, Nepean and Hawkesbury
sivers I the Sydney basin. Any
opposition to the takeover
viently repressed, since there
was no regard for the Aborigi
peoplewholived thereand noone
toprotect them.

The problem, became much
more wid a quarter
contury afér the armval of the
First Fleet and following the
successful crossing of the Blue
Mountains in 1813. There was no

Commander Phillip
was ordered by
King George to
make friends with
the local people

recognition of Aboriginal land
rights and the savage dearmg of
land for farming inve

abduction and rape of Abmgma]
women and indiscriminate killing
of locals by settlers across the
largely lawless hinterland.

By 1837, and on the eve of 50
years of colonisation, a British
House of Commons committee
report acknowledged that while
violent invasion might not been
the intention, devastation of the
Aboriginal people had been the
consequenceofwhitesettlement.

“Too often, their Iemlory has
been usurped; their
seized; their numbers dlmmlshed,
their _character
spread of civilisation lmpeded
‘The injuries we have inflicted, the
oppression we have exercised, the
cruelties we have commil
vices we have fostered, the dissol-
ution and utter ruin we have
caused, stand in strange and

start to  process of destroying the fragile melancholy contrast with the
toact as jailers in the new convict  toclear i reduce the food ecosystems that provided the Ab- enlarged and generous exertions
colony. The ships were loaded pitch tents and start building a  ration, and after thefirst twoyears original people with most of their  we have made for the advance-
with thousands of utensik, tools  new lfe. For several years most of  the seftlement was starving: only ~ food. ment of civil freedom, for the
and equipment to build a new no proper  the arrival of the Second Fleetin  Within months, much of the moral and intellectual improve-
world and carried two years’ sup-  chairtositin, atand wildife had been shot for fresh ment of mankind ... Every law of
plyoffood. i Theiniti meat and much of Sydney Har- humanity andjustice hasbeenfor-
o Rio  arrh new outbreak  Europeans and the Aboriginal  bourfished out. gotten or disregarded.
de Janeiro and Cape Towntocol-  ofscurvy,sincemostofthesettlers ~people had been friendly enough, _ After only ayear, an outbreak  “Through successive genera-
i i but within months several con-  of smallpox illd an.estimated tion, the worldof spoliaton and
trees (and 65,000 ltres of rum for  and were dependent largely ona  victsan 50 per cen iedon”
the officers and marines’ ration). ~ ration ofsaltedmeat and hardtack violent clashes that some of Phil- populanon but only one of e ——————————
i left CapeTownin  bread. lip's officers said were caused by  settlers. The British could not DavidHillisauthor of I788, The
November to cross the Great  Within months the fledgling i i in- accountfor Making of Australiaand The
Southern Ocean, they sailed with settlement was sliding into crisis. ~digenous people. itmust intothe  Great Race, ABC
500 farm animals, including pigs, Many of the farm animals had  Very soon, the locals started  areaby theFirst Fleet Forthenext chairman and managing director.

ANDREWS GIVES TURNBULL CHANCE TO PUNISH A STOOGE

The firefighters’ dispute opens new fronts
in the industrial relations battlefield

some great outcomes. Ionger school day and school
‘Well, perhaps. But the correct  year, intensive, small-group
what
actually
it's goingto cost, solet's doit. definitely cost money. Probably
hsides are obsessively alolofmoney
andmlenoughmwhz(wm‘ks andpmvxdmgvndeofeedbﬂck to
in education. teachersis relatively cheap.
Yet, thanks tosome. Stricter discipline, cold-calling,
remarkablework by USscholars  and having a culture of high
inthe past decade, we have expectations doesn't really cost
compellingevidence onwhat anym
onstudent
basically know what wmks and precise inputs that mny drive
the bottom i i then
some of i Ifwe
costmoney, notall ofthemdo.  don't do that, we may spend too
‘The key player has been little, .or too much, butwe won't
; d i ively. And that'sa
Roland Fryer. Through Tousy our
and the
trials of
y
revealed the key drivers of Richard Holden holds a PhDin
i And i Harvard, was on
because much of this workisjust  the facultyat MIT and the
like a pharmaceutical trial w.laere University of Chicago, and Is
ay,the  professor of
‘heart medication and a control University of NSW's bu:mzs
group getsaplacebo, Fryerhas  school. Twitter: @profholden.

GARY JOHNS

The Black Friday bushfires of
January 13,1939, in Victoria were
among Australia’s worst. The
Country Fire Authority volun-
teers were there. The CFA boasts
being one of the world's largest
vo]\mtee'— d emergercy ser-
viceorgani

Fridey Tune. "0, 2016, was an-
other Black Friday in Victoria. On
that day, the Andrews Labor gov-
ernment sacked the CFA board
because it refused to accept the
Country Fire Authority-United

Firefighters Union  enterprise

agreement.
‘Theboardhad legal advicethat
parts of the agreement were un-
lawful becausethey discriminated
against part-time employees and
that other parts gave the union
veto over 50 matters for which
CFA had legislated responsibili-
ties. The union also insisted on
mandated numbers of pro-
fessionalfirefighters.

form: anyone else would call it a

tee: Tho wion shao g the
safety of er im-

Victorian Labor goverment a
Talsowould

minent threat of fire.

“The board had argued that fire
services throughout Australia did
not mandate “minimum numbers
on the fireground before safe
operations can commence”. The
Meboume Metrpolan_Fire

Brigade, fimly uner the conrol
of the United F)reﬁghmrs Union,
is the only fire service that does.
The Melbourne Fire Brigade op-
erates in the metropolitan area
The CFA i and

encourage volunteer firefighters
to: lown.

While he is at it, Tunbull can
do the same to Greens, who fan
the flames of climate change out-

liament,s stricter about what can
be put in an agreement It carries
the stick that a business cannot
tender for government work un-
less it complies. Unfortunately,
the bill will apply only to future
contracts and leaves much of the

remote Victoria.

At present, the duty officer ata
fire station determines the appro-
priate truck and crew to respond
toanincident. Ifa duty officer has
toputtogethera teamwithaman-

re

tected action under present legis-
lation is too high. It is hard for
large employers, such as airline
and power companies, togainpro-
‘tected action.

"The Coalition will have tostop
stacking the Fair Work Commis-

rageevery industry sion with employer fixers to bal-
back union excess. Pattern balgzlmng is mo ance union fixers appointed by
‘Turnbull also should grab the ~ prevalent. A union can imj Labor. (Goodness knows what ap-

opportunity to open new frontsin  “expression of interest Iee of pointments the Greens will de-
industrial relations far beyondthe ~nearly $2000 for each (standard-  mand in a Labor-Green gov-
reintroduction of the Australian Toomany agree- i ivists?)
Building and Construction Com- ments are presented as a fait  Too many appointees have no
issi initi accompli and the money flows o knowledge of the law and as such
union: represent a fundamental threat to

At present, parties have a wide
scope to place matters in enter-
prise agreements. That scope is
too broad and, as with the UFU,
too many matters are subject to

sponsiveness and  community

union takeover. safety may be compromised
‘The union insisted on a mini-  Malcolm Turnbull has
en ac-
fighters to attend each incident, tion to his for re-clec-
includ h  tion. Iwoul Prime

truck. The union ignored the re-
ality that CFA relies on volun-

Minister to put on his fire jacket
and steel cap boots and give the

rogatves
n the

tant to hire an industrial advocate,
who may

the rule of law. It would be better
for the Coaliti

more, but at least the advocate
would be working for the em-
ployer, not theunion.

Employees and employers can
take protected industrial action

ments from among barristers and
solicitors. Although these may
have to get up to speed in indus-
trial relations matters, at least they
will apply the law and not wave

sector,
,nmp..p  causesensure that sub-
contractors have to pay as much
asthe unionised workforce, which
is highly anti-competitive. The
2014 building code, which is in
draft form and yet to passthe par-

http://enews.smedia.com.au/theaustralian/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCAUS/2016/06/17&from=12&to=12

a proposed emerpnse ‘agreement
and that agreement isnotagreen-
fields or multi-enterprise agree-
ment. Protected action gives
immunity from civilliability under
state law. The threshold for pro-

The Andrews Labor govern-
ment is a union stooge. Turnbull
has his opportunity to encourage
voterstopunishit.

garytjohns@gmail.com
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