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GREG SHERIDAN
High time
for urgent
and serious
self-defence

The Morrison de-

Joe Biden h: itted to this

cision to establish a missile
‘manufacturing industry is one of
our nation’s most_important

co-operation but there could still
be resistance within the US sys-
tem. There may well be a few

of course, we have to be

watchful

who decide finally
theonlything that mattersis that

.But  amissile in Amer-
the government is ing  ica. ThewholeAustralian system
with real urgency. Thatis fantas- — our embassy in Washington,
tic, for nothing has been more allowoﬁclals,wpo]lhu] lead-

lacking in defence over the past ers — must all work together to
Peter Dutton hasa chanceto  aspossible.
be a significant defence minister Incident 'ally buildjng a
after a long trail of spectacularly  national manufacturing
unimpressive defence minister try, indeed bmldmg H whole
formances. Since Kevin  national economy, off the back
Rudd's election in 2007 we have  of a hi-tech defence effort is by
Fitz- Justlookat
gibbon, John Faulkner, Stephen  Israel.
Smith, David Johnston, Kevin Dutton has several other big
Andrews, Marise Payne, Chris-  tasks. Redefining the submarine
topher Pyne, Linda Reynolds ~projectin the public eye s one of

them. Both Reynolds and Payne
abjectly failed to :xp]am the
rationale for

l4years That's nuts.
Some of those ministers were

capable but were in the ;ub for

only five minutes.

icy was at its worst under Rudd

and Julia Gillard. Defence

spending fell to its all-time his-

toric low, not a single Aust

ship was commissioned and

nothing was done towards get-

a.lly or the benefits of the Fn:nch

ubs specifically.
This aslulmd.\ng dereliction
by a conservative government
created a vacuum that has been
substantially filled by nuts,
cranks and a variety people of
goodwill with no knowledge.
This is desperately damaging
for the national interest. Our

ng!
‘Tony Abbott’s biggest single
‘mistake was appointing John-
ston as defence minister, just as
Morrison’s biggest mistake was
appointing Reynolds. Both of
em people, neither was
r:molcly upto thejob. Thcnpol
itical fai

tary program lacks public credi-
bility. The real worry now is that
the public perception, wholly

wrongly, has become so toxic
thatit cannotbereadily changed.

This could even mean that
the government itself finds it

ures. Imponzn'.ly, el

Dutton must
increase our
national
resilience, our
ability to
withstand shocks,
to secure supply
chains, to prevail
in any y

guments with the French com-
pany, Naval Group, over price,
schedule, Australian content,

whatever, than tomake any con-
structive argument about subs
themselves.

Inevitably the government
needs to do abit of that, which is

must also lay out why we need
subsand what they can do.
I there are things we can do
o ;

DAILY CARTOON

[ JOHN SPOONER

NIKI SAVVA

Backing, not
sacking, MPs
comes at

a cost

There were several more steps
Scott Morrison could have taken
to mitigate the impact of the tri-
fecta of scandals that have singed
his government like so many
lightning bolts from the heavens.
Keeping his ranks stocked
with the halt, the lame and the
tame was not one of them. Morri-

numbels That can only end very

KAMIKAZE

sideit by Kevin Rudd. In minority
government, Gilard needed the

the importance of what he was
doing to enhance Payne’s mle,
promote other women, establis

new taskforce designed to gvc
them a stronger voice inside the

'omson, so and of

dearlife. ithaband of Am-

over in all the ro-  azons to counter Labor’s F-bomb

mance of her misogyny speechin ~ squad, which has smashed him

parliament s the fact she madeit  every day for weeks — F in this

todefend L i

who had been enticed into accept- Payne, one of the great survi-

ing the speakership by Anthony  vors of civil wars, is also

Albanese to consolidate Labor’s  the only defence minister in dec-

numbers on the floor. ades to move on to something

Slipper had been caught send- bet(cnhowcvcr,l’elchunonwlll
ing crude, lewd mis text

messages to a young man,
prompting two independents to
ten to withdraw support for
her government if he remained as
thcfaceofparl\ammt.
lorrison is not being stalked.
HlsSpca.ker Tony Smith, isone of
the best in modern times and a
million miles ‘away from Slipper.
However Morrison's inability to
relate to modern Australia, too
B toc

‘And hile on the subj
spect he personally should have
invited Brittany Higgins to meet
with him rather than asking her
through themedia.

He should have booted those

any capacity to draw a national
debate, or a defence program,
backto orderifitwentawry.

To appoint such ineffective
people to such a critically im-
portant position reflects poorly
on the prime ministers who

notsack,
MPs in strife, no matter the of-

dragging him down, taking the
Berejik-

time and out of his depth, has
drawn _unfavourable _contrasts
with his deputy, the Treasurer,
Josh Frydenberg, whom Labor
figures now concede could pose a
biggerthreat than Morrison.

lian and John Barilaro did over

Thaidnwght ill no doub in»

a gmveyard for many politicians.
Dautton and Payne are pals again.

They fell out during the ender-
ship battles in 2018. Dutton says
d!cyhuggeﬂ:to‘utlaber ‘shareda

ANNASTACIA SAVD
SHE WANTED TO
CEVLEBRATE THE
RAAF IN HER [
OWN WAY .

have put a dent in the reboot. So
has Amanda Stoker’s appoint-
ment as Assistant Minister for
‘Women, which has been criti-
cised by one of Australia’s most
powerful women, Grace Tame.
R ot only the men who need
empathy training.
Morrison remains hostage to
troubled, troublesome Queens-
land Andrew Lam-

MELISSA
CONLEY
TYLER

Return of
Chinese
students
benefits
everyone

This week federal Education Min-
ister Alan Tudge played down ex-
pectations on when international
students might return to Australia.
He should keep an open mind.
With China’s support it is possible
to develop a model to enable stu-
dents to come back. This would be
a welcome circuit-breaker when
the Australia-Chinarelationship s
atalow point.

Nearly 65,000 Chinese inter-
national students are stuck over-

studies online, butit is taking a toll.
With no easing of border restric-
tions, new enrolments are in free
fall and universities facejoblosses.

Australia and China can and
should work together to enable
Chinese students to return. This
issue is not intrinsically conten-
tious and it invests in the future of
therelationship— inyouth.

A model for bringing Chinese
students back to Australia could
include some combination of pre-
departure vaccination, quaran-
tine, testing, chartered flights and
self-isolationin Australia.

evidence of vaccine efficacy is
sufficient, it could be enough for
Cluna to pn:mde 'vaccinations so
enter with proof of

ing, Christian Porter and
Reynolds, not only for what they
haveallegedly donebutwhat they
represent.

Unfair or unjust as it might
‘have been, Morrison should have
sent both Porter and Reynolds to
the backbench. He should have
cast Laming to the
Weceks ago he should have de-
clared a policy of zero tolerance
for then acted like

Payne shows whenever she
fronts she is a very good media
performer. Her problem is she
doesn't do it often enough. Linda
Reynolds struggled on all fronts.
Itwas a bad combination. Dutton
will relish the opportunity to
prove himself in an important

‘Weeks ago the PM
should have
lared a policy

Still, the past is a foreign
country and, as Lenin had it, the
only question that counts is:
whatistobe done?

Should Morrison win re-elec-
tion it would be a good thing for
the nation if Dutton settled in to
defence for at least another full
parliamentary term. Defence
could certainly do with a strong
‘minister who stayed in place for
severalyears.
But that is long term. Dutton
hasatmost 14 months before the
next election and there are big
things he needs to accomplish.
He must increase Australia’s
strategic weight, uurab!h!y to hit

, unmanned under- fence, will not improve the core lous behaviour of Mi- ler suffers from them.
water vehicles, our own anti- | business of providing good gov-  chael Johnsen, who has resigned He should o hisbest o suppress
submarine capabilities — the emnment. from the NSW ent, then em.

song gird himself for an clection later  No one today is counting, no
and dance about them. Maybe | should be o respect and serveall  this year if they quit. They might  onetoday is cven remotely think-
even try a few capability deci- Australians, men and women, by
sions — Tomahawk missiles?— | surrounding himselfwiththebest  Imagine if this time next year — obviously relax moreifhe stopped
h Morrison is still at war with the ~ stuffing up, say by not calling
Dunon needs to make Lhe The more petent his min- inatic It Marise Payne the prime minister
isters are, he looks. Ob- d havecon-  for women. ltwas too cuteby half,
Izckmgcﬂc(ﬂvemnmstmlor Vi the reverse is true. He i leaving his idi
thepast 5years, Defencchasgot | should stop bending his kneeto  Arguing he's simply doing  primeminister formen.
into the habit of worhng at its i ‘Thanks to a penchant for slo-
own leisurely pace. The individ- heart flutters when he counts the isfutile. AskJuliaGillardhowthat ~ ganeering, Morrison cheapened

ualsarenotlazy. But the organis-
ationis preposterously slow.

Generals might tend to fight
the last war. Bureaucrats and
certaintypes of military planners
are always dreaming of techno-
Iogy two generations away be-

use they have no sense at all
l.ha! they could face a crisis to-
morrow.

A campaign almost as silly as
that waged against the subs is
being waged against the Joint
Strike Fighters. Dutton needs to

keep
llxladmance andourablhlylo
support the US militarily if
necessary in thisregion.

He must increase our nation-
al resilience, our ability to with-

shocks, to secure supply
chains, to prevail in any emer-
gency. And he must :xplam to
the Australian people why the
government is doing what it is
doing.

The new domestic missile in-
dustry makes a contribution to
all those tasks. It's a very good
move. It increases our resilience
because wewill havean indepen-
dent supply of combat missiles,
and we can produce enough of
them to have some survivability
through conflict.

It increases our strike power
because missiles allow strikes at
long range. And, because it in-
volves the most intimate co-op-
eration with the US on some of
the most complex and sensitive
of military technology, it signifi-
candy cnlvanca the US-Austra-

1'h= US administration under

self, and also license his mini
terial colleagues, Melissa Price
and Andrew Hastie, to become
strategic advocates for our big
capabilities as well as merely re-
peating the talking points for
their specific responsibilities.

He should encourage senior

MERLIN CROSSLEY,
RICHARD HOLDEN

Ramp up R&D to
give homegrown
vaccines a shot

Australia’s performance last year

can't wind back the clock, we can

5
for our capabilitics. Often ajour-

ist out more
Australian kit in the US than
they canin Australia.

The future frigates program
needs a lot of work and maybe
we were wrong to put so much
emphasis on our allied relation-
shipwith the Brits, whose frigate

looked to the Italian frigate that
has since been bought by the
Americans. It’s too late to revisit
that decision. The frigates have
0t to be fxed and brought on-

cconomic crises caused by the

nextpandemicand chartapath to

scale cell culturv to make the
modj(led iral particles. These

need to get into the nucleus of
cclls whu:h ‘may make them less

Bul mRNA vaccines look like

of zero tolerance
for misbehaviour,
then acted like he
meant it

area, and will make up for the low
visibility of national security, an
area central tothe success of a Co-
alition government.

Karen Andrews in home af-
fairs was meant to help with that.
The bullying allegations against
her reported in The Australian,

they avoided bits of RNA that
stick together to make double
helices, the body responded best,
with a measured immune re-
sponse against the protein the
RNAencoded.

theyllb
tive, and it should be possible to
package one RNA after another

And -
er ‘and Modema showed that
mRNA technology rapidly can

hemeantit.
If Reynolds had quit, it might
have triggered a factional war in
Western Australia to decide her
replacement, but if either or both
‘men quit, plunging Morrison into
‘minority government, in a per-
verse kind of way, given the gold-
en rule that it can always get
worse, it would help free Morri-
son from his pledge to go full term.

He could do what Peter Gut-
wein did in Tasmania, declare
parliament unworkable, then call
anelection.

So worried are some Labor
MPs they even think Momson

vaccination and negative test re-
sults. If additional safeguards are
needed, students could complete
pre-departure  quarantine  in
China and/or a further period of
self-isolation in Australia.

Getting Chinese students back
to Australia is in the interests of
both sides. We benefit from stu-

econolmt beneﬁis from housmg_

COVIDIQ hlym edmzhon con-
tributed $37.5bn to the economy.
China would benefit from a
feel-good story focused on ordi-
nary Chinese and people-to-peo-
pleengagement. It would show
China is willing to allow some
thaw in the relationship, which
may be important in dealing with
the US. There are sticking points
that need to be managed. China
willneedtogoback onitsadviceto
reconsider studying in Australia
because of racist incidents. We can
help China do this by announcing
a program to com.bal and

y time after the Septembcv
foolball als.

Morrison has six weeks until
and including the budget to con-
vince people to forget the pre-
vious six weeks and focus instead

On its side, Auslnha will need
to show flexibility in ts quarantine
model. The Singapore quarantine
hub plan shows the government is
more open to new options. It just
needs to apply the same thinking

Ifhe stabilises, he should think se-
riously about an clection sooner
rather than later.

an RNA vaccine production line
— or by other, smaller biotech

companies.

The manufacturing trans-
lation scheme that is part of the
government’s Modern Manufac-
turing Initiative could help pro-

There is the question of cost,
which would be substantial. This
would need to be shared among
those that benefit: students, uni-
versities, state and territory gov-

tails such as capacity, timing and
priority groups can be hammered

out in negohanons Thms no
need to get eve

board,mshkely ﬂ:alsomesuchas
the ACT and South Australia

capability into large-scale manu-

series of different threats.
One can roll these out smuc
RNA ly all

cines.
People now arc asking wheth-

the same, they're all negatively

orderof theletters. Ifyoucansym
esise, er one
RNA,ymlcxndd:vcrnny RNA.
In contrast, viral proteins are
1 diffe i

against the common cold. An
mRNA vaccine against malaria is
beingtrialled. We hopeit'sagame
changer. Such mRNA vaccines
are quick, they can be changed

‘We need to proceed on two
fronts. First, we need to co-ordi-
nate Australian academic re-
search on RNA therapeutics. It
probably would cost as little as
$20m to $100m to establish an
R&D facility. And it pmba.bly
should be done in partnership

..:m,

rapidly
new strains emerge) and they
seem to be more effective than

‘Buthow isthe vaccine strategy

ambition, particularly targeting
comments from top officials that
the vaccine rollout is “not a race”
and “we're not in a hurry”. Au
contraire. We should be in a

No tasks are now more im-

puﬂzntﬂmndmscmDrftnca

facturing hub for the Asia-Pacific
region; if annual boosters are re-
quired this will become a major
industry.

Traditional vaccines inject a
harmless version of a virus, or a
viral protein, into our bodies to
trigger an immune response that

ent shapes and charge, some fold
nicely, others stick together in a
mess.

And while harmless carrier vi-
ruses work, too, it's not clear that
you can keep using the same car-
riers again and again. In short,
making vaccines with RNA is a

and advoaq Gotoit, minister.

And vaccines are just part of
the story. Delivering RNA repre-
sents a new ism for help-

lian biotech company.
Second, we need to ramp up
our manufacturing ili
right away. It will be too late for
COVID-19 — at least this phase

Beijing negotiations would not be
needed, at least initially,

avoiding loss of face. From the
Chinese side, discussions could be

tors could take the lead, including
vice-chancellors, state and terri-
tory governments and accommo-
dation providers. Once an
acceptable model is worked up,
this can then be endorsed by the
‘commonwealth.

Workingwith Chinaon return-
ing students does not compromise
Australia’s inlerltsm. Itisawin-win

ing the body to generate its own
therapeutic agents. This field is
justbeginning Now is the time for
Australia to getbehind it.
Australia has superb academic

ofit ButRNA

a's side. With

antin future years.

What we need is long-term
thinking, political will and a re-
kindling of our government's

indications that China would be
willing to work on bringing stu-

dcnlsbxckourgavmunemwould
be self-destructive to pass up this

hurry. protects against the actual virus. ~ greatidea. capability in RNA research. But  confidence in backing Australia’s opportunity.

Aren’t we in an international  In contrast, mRNA vaccines es- But it wasn't easy. You can't what we Iack is any co-ordinated  ability. —_—
race to get the economy back on  sentially instruct our cells how to just inject a wad of RNA. The research an capa- Melssa onley Tyle i esarch
track, to open borders and to get  make a viral protein that triggers human body sees RNA as foreign b:]ny that muld scale up and de MerlinCr i fellowat
peop]e back into jobs? Make no velop new vaccines and other  chancellor academicand Universityof Melbourne. Co-

e that getting the vaccine The Oxford-AstraZeneca vac- You have to be careful thempeuhc RNAs. 2y
quickly cine — a traditional viral vector  designing the RNA, dlough e e require new facilities  UNSW Sydney. p
ly searchers found that if,instead of  to be developed by large existing professorof economics at UNSW at 'IheAusl‘rahalnsnlute,
Australi i di using the normal building blocks  vaccine players such as CSL —  Sydneyand president-elctof the Canberra. Thisis an edited extract
ticular RNAmanu- tein. It has high of RNA, they used a chemicalan-  which is e As Academyof ial Sciences iscussic released
facturing capacity. And while we  costs as it requires very large- alog called and if etlacks  Australia. by The Australia Institute.
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