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We all lose if Malcolm Turnbull doesn’t
address the Racial Discrimination Act

JANET ALBRECHTSEN

In March, the Attorney-General
said thereweremore importantis-
sueson theagendathan reforming
freespeech laws.

Last week George Brandis
again ruled out removing “insult”
and “offend” from section I8 of
the Racal Discininaton Act

A focused government can fix
both the budget and free speech.
With the Tumbull government
floating around with no economic
or cultural ballast, reforming sec-
tion I8 might repair some of the
brand damage done to the Liberal
Party in the last three years. If not
now, when?
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COMMENTARY
PM MUST REFORM 18C NOW, AS FREE SPEECH IS NO ‘GIMME’

described Leyonhjelmasan“angry
white male,” a “boorish, supercili-
ous know-it-all”. Why shouldn't
Leyonhjelm claim Kenny’s words
arareasonably kely tooffend? O
is the law seriously saying white
peopledon’t havefeelings?

peakingin A

Andthatmisesmethirﬂ reason
The Fed-

nual Sir Samuel Griffth Society
conference last Friday, Tony Ab-
bott admitted he was wrong to
walk away from a pre-election
promise to_reform section 18c
which prohibits words that are
“reasonably likely ... to offend, in-
sult, humiliate or intimidate an-
other person or a group of people”
because of their e colour or
national or ethnic ori
Here are five reasons wi
Turnbull should do what Abbott
refused to do as PM. First, the
country is crying out for sensible
cultural leadership. As Turnbull
told The Bolt Report last year, it is
entirely sensible to excise “offend”
and “insult” from section I8c.
Second, Senator David Ley-
onhjelm has lodged a complaint
against Fairfax journalist Mark
Kenny for writing a column that
likely breaches section 18c. Kenny

MARKET SHOULD
SET UNI NUMBERS

Governments have never been good at
deciding how many people can study what

eral Cincut Courtwill soon decide
whether a section I8¢
young ~ students _from
Queensiand University of Tech-
nology will go to tral. Threeyears
ago, a few students were evicted
from an indigenous computer lab
byindigenouswoman Cindy Prior
for not having the right skin col-
our. In response, one student
wrote on Facebook: “Just got kick-
ed out of unsigned indigenous
computer room. QUT stopping
segregationwith segregation.”
Prior lodged an 18 complaint
inst the boys because she says
her feelings were hurt Some
might find Kenny's criticisms of
Leyonhjelm far more insulting
than anything a few students
wrote on social media. Yet Prior
claims she has been so hurt by
theirwords,evenwords directedat
QUT not her, that she hasnt been

able to work for three years. Ley-
onhjelm’s section 18c complaint is
auseful stunt. Butastunt nonethe-
less. Prior’s case isn't a stunt.
Hence it provides an even more
cogent reason for reforming 18c.
Whether it goes to trial or not,
everyone is a loser in this case.
First and foremost, the students
for posting innocuous comments.

ese young men simply want to
study and work and forge a career
without being branded bigots.
They don't want to be cultural
warriors fighting to defend their
right to free speech. But that's
what they have been forced to do,
engaging lawyers, spending time
and energy on a case that makes
nosense.

‘The second loseris Prior. A law
that encourages a person to be-
come a hapless victim by claiming
her feelings have been hurt by a
few words on Facebook is a law
that infantilises that person. It en-
courages Prior to see herself as
weak and vulnerable, incapable of
dealing with the most trifling of

words.

And the third loser is us. Laws
that infantilise Prior also infanti-
lise us by allowing feelings to

trump reason. Laws that slap a
bigot label on students for a few
words on Facebook are
laws that stand ready to label any
of usbigotsshould we deviatefrom
the stifling orthodoxy of political
correctness. Laws that stifle free
speech soon strangle debate and
then progressisshackled too.
Th

The commission’s media ad-
viser advised me this was a race
issue e Race
Commissioner would comment
Sure enough Race Commissioner
Tim Soutphommasane said that
Aboriinal Austalans whobave

been racially offended, insulted,
humiliated or intimidated ... can
theRacial

The Australian by Bill Leak pro-
vides the fourth reason why 18c
must be reformed. Leak's cartoon
about family dysfunction in indi-
genous communities should have
raised intelligent questions about
family dysfunction in indigenous
communities. Instead of confront-
ing the real issue, ABC radio’s Jon

eRa
Discrimination Act’.

With calls even from the Race
Commissioner for people to com-
plain under section 18¢, I sugges-
ted to the commission’s media
adviser that it was also a free
speech matter. I repeated my re-
quest for a comment from the
Human _Rights _Commissioner,

fended people to lodge a com-
plaint_under section I8¢ to
establish that Leak’s cartoon is

for the human right to free speech.
There was only silence on that
front. The Commission decided it

Curious about Faine’s attempt
tostiflefreespeech, I contactedthe
Australian Human Rights Com-
mission that same day for com-
ment. What did the new Human
Rights Commissioner, Edward
Santow, haveto say about this up-
roar that was now raising ques-
tions about freespeech?

When claiming money for hurt
feelings under section 18c takes
precedence at the Australian
Human Rights Commission over
defending the human right to free
speech, its clear our culture is
being corrupted by the vy ins-

tution charged with protecting
humanrights.

‘The foyer of the commission’s
offces in Sydrney openly exhlbus
rruption. A floor-to-

glm wall adjacent to e v
tors sit says: “Everyone has the
right to a standard of living ad-
equate for the health and well
being of themselves and their
families”

Dol really have ahumn rght
to demand a certain standard

AUSEDZOIMA -V

few pointed comments about
QUT’s boneheaded segregation
without being hauled before a
court. Too many politicians are
also consumedwith gimme-rights.
Promising people thingsunder the
banner of gimme-rights rather
than defending get-outta-here
rightsgives politiciansthingsto do.
Whenwasthelasttimeapolitician
with real power promised to get

living from Who
determines what that standard of
living is? Me? You? Some make-
work bureaucrat at the commis-
sion trying to justify a sky-high
? What about my responsi-
bility to create a standard of living
formysel?

Speaking at the Sydney Opera
House last week, PJ O'Rourke
identified the core of this rights
corruption. He pointed to the
trumping of g:mme-nghxs over
get-outta-here Gimme-
Bhts are when you \ caim you
have a human right to get some-
thing — like more than $240,000
for having your feelings hurt The
Eﬂmmhm rights mean you

aveanghuogetgovemmmzwl
of your life — say a nt who

expects to be able to freely post a

out of our on that
front?
‘Thenew Senate offers Turnbull
additional heft to defend free
speech. Re-elected senators Bob
Day and Leyonhjelmare on board.

Maybe a decent debate can entice
Nick Xenophon and his senators
lo defend principles ather than
populism.Turnbull should
ke the case for what he called
sensible reform of section I8¢, not
as a sop to conservatives, but be-
causeitis the right thing to doin a
Western liberal democracy com-
mitted to free speech. So let's ask
again,ifnotnow, when?

janeta@bigpond.netau

FRIEND OR FOE? OUR CHINA DILEMMA IS OUR BIGGEST TEST

To get rich is
glorious, but
embrace of China
has great risks

RICHARD HOLDEN

Last week federal Education

skills that arein high demand get

PAUL KELLY

EDITOR-AT-LARGE

Australia remains China’s most
important investment destination
— thisis an opportunity butalsoa
serious problem since 45 per cent
of recent Chinese capital was
boundfor the real estate market.
report advocates rapid
movement to a regime contained
in a new bilateral investment
agreement that accords China
equal status with other nations
and more generous treatment of

Minister Simon Birmingham e higher salrie, often much isstate owned enterprises It says
laid the groundwork for higher, and other student there s “no benef
ity funding ery s lia creati t unr:er—
because of the Third, universiti tainty. It recommends a market
numbero ing this andstrong “that allows the ree entry and exit
discipline or that. incentives, to build and maintain of companies” in place of FIRB ad
Asheputit“Weneedtofind  areputation for providinga screening. It recommends
a i Australia identify the economic
that frank, A sectors where foreign investment
what market hard and time- Australia's ability to manage suc- can be open and those where na-
demands.” consuming to build and easy to cessfully its biggest stra- Honal interest factors dictate &
Ifonly therewere some lose. Theidea that a universit 3: tegic challenge now hangs in a need for restrictions. Such areas
institution that could match witha good reputation woul condition of uncertainty — and should have their own indepen-
supply amid this confusion the intellec- dent regulators, not the Treasurer.
aggregate boosti dubi tual elites of Australia and China The report says that as more
dis MNM ion, and i i ave  pre an audacious Chinese construction and utilities
oducers  logic of the situati agendafor much deeper intimacy. expand abroad the_opportunity
tudellverpmdudslﬁat ‘The bottom line s that the The Partnership for Change for icture
consumerswznted,zllheluwest market for i ion il joint. i anasplm- Australia will be immense. It ar-
possible price i gues that because China's state-
Ot thereis. It called Ifthe governmentis looklng and awake-up jolt — the recom- owned enterprises “are no longer
for i the “business- mere instruments of the govern-
Tobefalnome ini he university usual” and delusional features ‘ment” foreign investors should be
showed little faith in Soviet sty 2 of the Ausialia-China relation- judged under normal Australian
planning, tfavour Tt involve “full ship.Itis curity p with  brella that included  given the conflicting values and  vestment are sweeping and a di-  law rather than upfront dis-
“goingback del driven by ion”, review f Aus- China’s er all aspects of relations, notably ~opposing models of governance rect assault on the Foreign cretionary assessments.
abunch of officials sitting in'heZOlAbudgeL Butit could tralias most important economic and economic ks will intensify ~open markets, resource and en- that divide Australiaand Chinais Investment Review Board system, The report was presented to
amundalab]ein(hnben‘a ship. There could notbea at the same time. Our debate ergy security, agriculture, food se-  such trust possible between these ~ whichisseenasanimpedimentto ~ Malcolm Tumbull on Monday.
randomh i f Fefertntor tereense Beijingis ~seems clueless about how to bal- curity and  investment. The countriesandsystems? progres. Indeed, it assumes the - He thanked the ead authors and
places for each umversltf' must. eﬁecuvely charge the same militarisi S ina Sea  ance these objectives. Thisis com- ith Japan is explicit  The report is a joint product of arrangements are unten-  said the report came at a critical
But pricefor in defiance of global norms; Scott pounded by the rising tide of Given the 1976 Australia-Japan the East Asian Bureau of Econ- ablein the long run, saying they  timewhen China’stransitionto“a
faithin markets. Hewantsto regardless of their reputation Morrison s imposing national se- - Xenophobic resistance to foreign  Basic Treaty of Friendship and ~ omic Research at the ANU and  risk “deterring beneficial Chinese  consumption-led and services-
and quality. curity vetoes on the biggest pro- _investment,asentimentnow con-  Co-operation, sometimes called  the China Centre for Intenation-  capital by increasi d fered Australia
Tl\lscouldbedone for posed Chinese investment in centrated on Chinesecapital. the Nara Treaty, the aim is toin-  al Economic ExchangesinBeijing. ~the uncertainty of doing business great opportunities. But Turnbull
The bottom line is g Group of foreignpolicyis  This report is illuminating and  vest China ties with the same sta-  The key figure involved from the in Ausm].a In shon. AfAus‘Iralla wasstndiynunco
that th ket mgjumseaxdm(mwe an intellectual graveyard for any mnlmnnng_ an unabashed work  tuslongaccordedtoJapan. Australian side is Peter Drysdale, is report is a watershed. It
at the market universities to chargea notion about how to manage by elitesatatimewhen expertsare e idealism of the goals is a policy veteran on trade and East hard lhen mobl]eupllzlwl]llook comes from the heights of our de
for tertiary somewhat higher price if they these contradictions. ted as politics is dumbed challengmg for Australia as a so- Asia report has been work- facto policy butlo-
education in want to. Students would then Australia has become a trans- down. Itisajoint ifAus- ost of our pol- — a point rein- cated outside theexecutivearm. It
Australia fundions votewith their feet and their actional nation. We are reactve, Australia should maximise s tralia and China are o maximise .q elite, including former prime  forced by comments after i founded in two assumptions.
wallets,and the market prices dealing with issues as they arise, economic gains from the China their potential then theirtiesmust  ministers and the major depart-  Morrison'svetoof Chinesecapital  First, that immense changes are
P'eﬁy well that emerged would convey even trusting the comsequences won't vela(mmhlp— and in the process  become“amodel ofhow countries  ments, Prime Minister and Cabi- ~ biddingfor NSW electricity assets.  necessary if Australia and China
of places ing i i be too disastrous, sleepwalking lights someﬂ\mg else, with different social systems and  net, Foreign Affairs, Treasury and isditchi potentialin
offered in law, business or than feedback, surveys and into an unknown future and in- name]y thealarminggulfbetween at different levels of economicde-  the Reserve Bank. the “national interest” discretion  their economic partnership; and
veterinary science by tweaking AustralianTerliary Admission creasingly dworced from any elite opinionandthe nation’s poli-  velopment can collaborate”. The It was guided by experts from vmed in the Treasurer’s hands second that differences in secur—
commonwealth funding for Rank cut-offs i report sees this project as tran- by approval
different discplines. That R_\gh[ now, i Australia-China ~ scending just bilateral ties and  including former PM&C head Ian meﬂmd. ‘The backdrop, of course, supenhle obsades 1o this
China — the security school fo- ties are certain to become more ~ promoting beneficial outcomes ~Watt, former Productivity Com- i Australia has a global signifi- realisation. The latter is a heroic
interventionist— and much byNed Perry sellsforthesame cused on the growing threat important, the report has a 10- for theregionandworld. mission head Gary Banks, former ~ cance through its exposure to  assumption. The pivotal question
Ronald Chi year aspiration to take relations _The document says realisation  Office of National Assessments managing China as a creditor posed (and that cannot be an-
mmml g,s[emnmmmmr McDonald That, simply put, gion and the economic school “to awholly new level”. It seeks a ol' ns vision “requires a high level ~chief Allan Gyngell, former power. The report says Australia, ~sweredina; Jumlmporl)lswhe'ther
he aware of the fantastic opportunit- comprehensive strategic partner-  of trust” between the two govern-  PM&C official and Communica- ~ post resources boom, has fallen this vision would make Australi
seems toappreciate. Andthelast thing iies posed by the growth of China's  ship for change embodied in a se- enie Ths b undensasomont tions Department head Heather  back tobemercly thesecondlarg.  more vulnerable to China's stra-
“This “fundi i i i iati ries of nitiati ift  The harmony and shared interest  Smith and new central bank gov- st destination for China’s direct tegic leverage and whether this is
is arabbit hole that ignoresthree  counting the number of, say, to increased trade and investment. relationstoaformal treaty status. it assumes is profound. The un-  ernor Phil Lowe. investment after the US. the inevitable consequence of
keyfzdsabounhete;hzry , pickapopular recent example, The upshot is obvious: the se-  The treaty would be an um- answered burning question iss  The proposed changes in in- But relative to economic size, ~ closereconomic ties.
ustralia. 1: ‘compare it
f narrowl
information about degree and defined legal jobs on offer, then
fumpiowidsnsions HOT, HARD AND FAR FROM HOME FOR OUR TROOPS IN IRAQ
based on blogs and message Whether it be through ’
tudents d-and- understanding. The training pro-  Our Special Operations Task ~ sions. Our “classic” Hornets are  tuning to the liberation of Mosul,
about! the or Australia has played a significant role in vided by Australian troops varies  Group has also been playing an  around 30 years old and have a  where Australian Forceswill once
quality of incentive . . lepending on the needs of the important role supporting the mission success rate of 97 per cent agam have an important role to
When ch d helping Iraqi forces take the fight to Daesh lnpqe.';oyces andin responcotothe  Iraqi Counter Teronm Service,  whichrefets th professionalim "
i ioni constantly evolving tactics of the - whotookaleadingrole duringthe and dedication of the men P acsh has proven remarkably
available. an abject failure in every place MARISE PAYNE nemy. di.  women of th AirTask  adaptable and their prospective
Sincethestudentsarepaying  and at every time they have been e o When Irag’s security forces ‘Their advise and amst remnl is  Group,whoasIsawfirsthand,can  military defeat as the campaign
agood chunk of their fees tried in the course of human began the campaign toretake Fal-  broad, with Australian forces  often only work on theaircraftfor prepares to take Mosul will likely
themselves,theyhaveevery history. Our government can't Two years after Daesh (also  The progress of the campaign lujahin i i see them continue their adoption
of known as Islamic State) confront- is validation of the International Lle mmdbe}mdat Taji,whichis sion planning, mmugh to helpmg blistering summer heat in the ~and employment of the appalling
We trust i Dowe ed and appalled the world as it~ Coalition's strategy lomm,equlp. away. Iragi soldiers setupan emergency medi Middle East. tactics ofamoretraditional terror-
vote,buy acar,rentaproperty  really trustit tomanageourthird | rampaged across Iraq thetide has  advise and assist local fc gnduanng from training at the  ic, which has saved the ot Our A Task Group is con- st organisation — Daesh 20 —
and manage their own livesin largest export industry? I sure turned significantly, and the men ~ Whatis clear foragradu-  countless Counter Terrorism Ser-  ducting operations across Iraq  and remain capable of launching
every other respect. Why dowe don't and women of the Australian De-  to senior Coalition i and into Syria, with strikes re-  horrific attacks, such as those we
think they can't decide which Universities can, and do, fence Forve have played an inte-  and Iraqi officials last week in Fa.llu]ahmrqomtheﬁgh'. An Australian Air Mobility cently conducted on targets in haveseenrecently.
university degs aluable gral ol Baghdad is that Australia has  The succes of the campaign Task Group has been deployed n mesm'orsmghoms. The liberation of Daesh
and meets their needs? things. One of them is that well- Daesh 's ability to fight has  played a significant role in ensur-  has presented new challenges. As  the Middle East since 200 ether they are embedded  strongholdsin Mosul and Ragqah
Second, employers, in their ? reduced dlanks ing the Iraqi security forces are ~each locationis liberated a forceis wnJun the coalition HQ, part of  will be vital to the eventual col-
hiring decisions, send very clear  way toDaesh. required to hold it secure, which regi perat the Building Partner lapse of Daesh’s so-called state
i ificati Ifth ould like ces, backed by coalition suppoﬂ_ At the Taji military complexin  limits the number of Iraqi troops OKRA focused Air Task Group mission, the Special Operations and will deny the organisation its
and skillsthey deem valuable. I to make the education market a Daesh has now lost more than 40 the northern suburbs of Baghdad  that can be used on the front line. ~ deployment is larger and more Task Group, the Air Task Group most important propaganda tool,
don't think anybody seriously little freer, then fine. Otherwise, per cent of the territory it once around 300 Australian troops to-  This is where the Australian gov- ~ complex and will mark ts second  or one of the many men and ~corrode its funding sources, and
questions theability of it should let the market's price held in Iraq and around 20 per ~ getherwith around 100 New Zea- ~ ernment's recent broadening of anniversary in September. Thisis ~ women supporting and enabling  weaken its appeal to foreign fight-
keth land soldiers are deployed as part  the scope of our Building Partner asgnificantcommitment During activities, the members of ers. The continuingtask will bethe
judgments. And their Ithought the Liberal Party Duestiscapabiftyhasbeenre- - of our Bulling Partner Capacity - Capacy misionin Taftoinclude past two years both our the ADF I et are justly proud of  security and stabilisation of terri-
preferences havea directimpact  believed in that. duced; ts fighters are becoming  mission. Since April 2015, success- Iragi stabilisation e KC30A refuellors and our E-A  the contribution making.  tory asit to Iragi responsi-
on probably the most important asthey  ivetask Tore  the foderal and loca pe police will Wedgetail command and control ~ It's hot,it bility. Th that task
thing on the mind of students: Richard Holden is professor of are progressively driven from than7200 Iragitroops. further assist. aircraft have achieved full operat-  from home and ﬁa:mly But they  cannot be underestimated.
whatkind of job they will get economics at UNSW Australia towns and villages, and as  Formorethanayear,ourfor-  These trained forces will free ing capability, while our Super are very good at it and they are ———————————————
when they graduate. Business School. coalition air strikes cut off vital ~ces have developed close ties with  up the Iragi Army todowhatthey ~ Hornets and Homnets have com- making a real difference. The ~Marise Payneis the Minister for
sourcesof fundsand support. Iragi forces, along with a deep weretrained to do— fight Daesh.  pleted more than 1600 strike mis-  focus of coalition operations is  Defence.
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Foreign investment debate
needs facts and certainty

Chinese investment pales in comparison with that of the US

be by foreign that
investment, yetit often ..;m..  foreign
i in our poli b: e some
We have needed more capi ofihempnal ﬁmfunded'hemwung
in our economic boom” —and simply

investment has flled this gap— and
still does — helping to drive our growth
andpmspenty

Certainly the creation of new assels s a
bigger boost to the economy. Butany
company (or government) looking to

astarray tthe highest
ofer the m
comes mmgn portfolio investment so on!y dampen returns.
comes through porifo t ¢
without them. Foreign Chinesei in real estate,

hy i i i many

has been where

heavily focused investment

and
mining with a substantial amount also
in manufacturing

ehs
sources. The US s by far the largest
foreigninvestor toourshores;

towelcome Foreign Affairs and
and mostis entirely T it contributes 28 per
ial. But rejecti i cent of i i i i
recentyears of an American bid for 165 per cent from Britain, 7.9 per cent
GrainCorp and Chinese bids for from Belgium and 6.6 per cent from
‘mining, agricultural and major Japan. Chinese investment tops 5 per
centonly
d ‘Thereaction higher
from Beijing has been strong, total from Hong Kong.
| enting stralia’s Suchrelevant {
“clearp isttendency” and counter
onfuture investment. havebeensuscq)h‘ble to, populls( mood
outgoing , they d
investmentina

is timely.
foreign capital, that's our muunaf
philosophy,” MrStevens told our
economns m\tm Dzvld Uren.“1 lhmk

full from One
bl soths Xenophon Team
to the Greens and Jacqui Lambie,
areantipathetictoforeign investment.
W mmlhnml deb:

ik i i il

wewant”

thatcan underpm ‘economic growth.

Bullying through picture books

Blinky Bill would do more to help children love reading

Atbest,

ti-Semitic pi inthe early

characters to five and six-year-olds—

Inourplualst democracy parents

time. Prep

thnKmhylusnhznd

d
beginning tolearn the basics of reading,

Rarrato’s “mosumy iy new daddy”
who*

be 0
distracted by such peripheral rubbish.  make him becomeaboy like me”.
& s ; b o
‘was a central tenet of the Donnelly- GMerellaorﬁeMagmMamgw
‘which is one reason The Australian ‘The class of 21 students who took
strongly. rolloutof the part in the Flinders University project
Flinders University genderdlvers:ly did so with parental consent. But there
trial imposing it across
ys(erdafs front page. schools, especially when most children
indi tograsp the
underthe thisand
gu.seomwemwa.mnnmwmgm thesodledSafeSchoo]spmgmmf
Mrm and
from rewew by i Bill

the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
andintrsex ideologyofgender udiy.

Louden in March —arguesuch an
approach s necessary toprotect LGBTI
i An
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| thought s18C was supposed to protect us

from white nutjobs like Leyonhjelm @
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LAST POST

Don’tworry, Pauline, squat toilets
will not ruin the nation. We will
knowwhenweare on the path to
perditionwhen the Attorney-
General announces which handwe
must use o wipe our bottoms.
Keith Russell, Mayfield West, NSW

Marshall Perron (Letlels 15/3) says
“weshould expect our el

political representativesto oleaveGod
outside the chamber during serious
debate”. Isn't that like asking
disciples of Pokemon-Gotoleave
their smartphones at home?

James Parker, Dianella, WA

Leteveryone marry whomever, soall
may endurethe harsh realities of

marriage.
Claire Jolliffe, Buderim, Qld

‘The easiest way to reduce Australia’s
per capita emissions s toshut down
industries, which is what our
government s doing.

‘Case Smit, Noosaville, Qld

Canany inquiry into the team
‘swimming performancealso inquire
into the persistent misuse by the
commentators of “swum” as the past
tenseof “swim”?

icholas Sweeting, Gold Coast, QId

Anyoneelsesick to death of
“medws”, “finws”, “dyas” and not to
forget the old favourite
“ceremoanies™?

John Sheldrick, Peppermint Grove, WA

Isuggest section Icbe made a verb
asin“medalled”. “Keep talkinglike
that and Il 8cyou”.

F.W. Anning, Ascot, Old.

GST carve-up should not reward reform-shy states

takenotice. Too many peoplewantto

Rs TO nd | au
‘Tojoin the debate go to-www theaustralian.com. aw/letters

TALKING POIN
With the renewed GST debate (“Co-  vided since the inception o this tax.
altionplitn GST pledge’, 1675 the effect, mis-
have emérged to de-  led immediately prior 1o the “GST
o positions. Among them is election” of 1998. We voted on the
Jay Weatherill, ier enamoured that the new tax was
of the free lunch — an attitude facili- ~essential for the nation as a whole,
tated by a flawed system of rewarding  with the benefit of the proceeds to be
mendicantjurisdictions. shared equitably. Had we been told
The Commonwelth Grant Comr- - that thebenefit ofthetax coul b
mission’s_horizontal equalis-  duced to 30 cents in the dollar, that

ation policy should be applled asa

safety net to mitigate cydlc fiscal
shortfalls, and not as a_perpetual
underwriter for “do nothing” ates.
It's a recipe for laziness and adds to
the case for reform of the tax system,
including the requirement of the
states to raise their own income tax in

very close election result would prob-
ably have been different and the GST
would not have been introduced
shortly thereafter. As for a potential
increasein the rate of the tax, forget it
unlessallstatesareassured of a ull re-
turnofthe GST as collected.

Only a full return of the tax would
allow WA to build i

to protect the en-
Vironment” el our houses, univer-
sities, schools, hospitals and roads are
apartof the environment. And these
assels are created by money made
fromindustry and hardwork.

Phil Tucker, Tweed Heads, NSW

Out of the blue Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull has told the WA Lib-
eral Party his government intends to

e the distribution between the
states of the revenue from the GST
because the current arrangements

75

‘Touché Peter Hurdwell (Last Post
16/8). The ultimate success for the
Human Rights Commission is surely
towork itself out of existence. But
while ever it can create disunity, its
funding s

T
per cent, faster than theincrease of 52
per cent forall tates. Butiti inescap-
able that the other states would re-
ceive an even smaller increase if WA
receivesasupplement toits grant.
Your report has federal Treasurer
Scott Morrison saying that “we will
have awindow in the next few years”
to create a prospective floor on the
share of GST. This suggests that, as
with some other Turnbull decisions,

assured.
Robin Flannery, Parrearra, Qld

Following on from Peter Hurdwell's
excellent letter, 'd like tosuggest
replacing the Human Rights
Commission with a National
Harmony Commission. But 'm
undecided whether to doso through
aplebiscite or a royal commission.
Barry Lamb, Heidelberg West, Vic

‘his Treasurer
GST distribution.
Des Moore, South Yarra, Vie

Rebecca Urban (“Kids, 5,in sex-
changestories trial”, 16/8) may not

have resultedin WA
precedentedly low share that “has hit
the tate’s budget hard" (‘Tumbs
GST,

If Australia had an effective govern-
‘ment, the Australian eub]ic could ex-

remember but it wasn't
Noddy books were banned for
“feding alittle queer”. How times

2
Sheila Duke, Ainslie, ACT

the pursuitof efficiencies.

i WA i s oL o WA has e ad- change to the GST to reflect econ-
—————————————— area; fund its substantial commit- verselyaffectedbythecessationofthe omic realities prior to
Those premierswhothinkthecurrent  ments in respect of indigenous issues  mining boom. But in his May 2016 any proposal to actually change the
GST dstrbutionystemisacceptable  and estar the process of populating  budget speech Treasurer _ Mike  tax. A competentapproach wouldsee

i of fair- i gov-  the put together a long

nessandahealthy boutofgreed West  David Burt, Peppermint Grove, WA~ emment’s recruitment e term campaign.
Australians, like everybody else, pty ———————————————— *has enabled us to avoid the large  However, pigs might fly beforewe
10 per cont GST but receive the ben. Your artices on GST and horizontal  scaleredundancy programs thathave sce the Turnbull government do the

in bringing

hard yards; it is much easier (and la-
zier) to makea from

Quite often I think the world has
gonemad, butif I were a parent of
young children, Iwould be hopping
mad at my five-year-old being used
for a social experimentby alot of
academicweirdos. We aretold by
yourpaper thattandards of teracy
Twonder

efit of only 30 per cent of that tax. It  fiscal equalisation prove how import-  occurred in other jurisdictions” and

has been estimated that WA will sub- ~ antminingis ion'seconomy.  said that it

sidise other states to the tune of $I78  Two states are on the dole, their way

billion between now and 2019-20,on of life being heavily subsidised by ~For 2016-17 the state is also esti-

topof th idi pro-  GSTfrom mining. i mated to receive an increase in rev-

Demands of basic literacy sty researchers may choosetoexper-  bonus that they will be required to

leave no time for iment with their own children but front an inquiry which, at a leisurely

gender experiments they shouldn't be doing it with other ~paceandwiththebenefit of hindsight,
people’s willpick overevery stepand every de-

It was disturbing to read (“Kids, 5 in ~ David Williams, Frewville, SA cision that was and was not taken in

sex-change stories trial”, 16/08) that
experimental sessions have been con-
ducted with very young South Aus-

If the inquiry into child abuse is now
extended toinvestigate Nauru allega-

tions, then University re-

real time. Perhaps the police will get
toask the questions and make the ac-
cusations?
Richard Shankland, Pymble, NSW

of a Flinders University proposal to ~ search team who are pushing the so-
“rmof extend the o-called SafeSchoolspro-  called Safe Schools program should .
children’s books” intopri hool Usain Boltasarole model
Pravdathat “we must seize these score. Parentsalso could ask whether Unlike the researchers, my inter-  children to concepts of gender reas-
i i i ion of gender est is not academic: | have a grand- ~ signment surgery and cross dressing ~ I've always thought Patrick Smith's
fluidity ideology is even akin toan child at a South Australian public Thi i i is pi

enemy (bourgeois) hands”. In themid-
1930, il pliedwi

Striving faster, higher, stronger

primary school. Not only is the ma-

Sue Arnold, Ocean Shores, NSW

terday (“Fool's Gold?”, 16/8) on Usain
Bolti i j i

terial totally i for young
children, they don't have time to
waste on it. South Australian schools
performed very poorly in the recent
NAPLAN tests and education auth-
orities should know that notaminute
of classroom teaching time can afford

It's easy to criticise

If, God forbid, there is another siege
(“Burn quick with delete button b\lt
‘offered no advice on Lindt siege’”

This athlete is the best story since
Muhammzd Ali In an era where

ary)pushback from thepublic.
Paul Tooker, Bald Knob, Qld

man. I long ago applied the plausi-
bility test to Bolt (just as I did with
Lance Ammstrong, before he was
caught) and he came up wanting
Smith correctly drew attention to Ja-
‘maica’s lax out-of-competition test-
ing regime (surely grounds for their
exclusion from the Olympics).
However, he overlooked the fact
that Bolt's world 100 metres record,
well ahead of the rest of the world,is
followed by six or seven times all set
by drug cheats. A compelling statistic,

ifthere’s any

Peleerlder, Toorak, Vie

promulgated  throughout  global
media agencies. Secondly, she should
encourage the overwhelming majori-
yof Mudd]e East media correspond-
emselves in the
elatively comfortabl,safe and free.
press sanctuary of Israel —torelocate
to Gaza, Syria, Lebanon or Saudi Ara-
bia, where they can see what really
goeson.
Robert Friedman, Caulfield North, Vic

‘This GetUp! board member must be

su prov.
en guilty? Perhaps. But surely we can
do without the fawning naivete that
constitutes most of the commentary
onhim.

Graham Clews, Kambah, ACT

abpoiniments, Bok s 4 shining hgm
andamagnificent role model.
Kelvin Rainger, Bellbowrie, Qld

GetUp! getsitwrong

planet.
credibility in boycotting Israel, when
Israel s dealing with Palestinian ter-
rorism on a daily basis? Where is the
balance and context?

Hamas fires rockets targeting
innocent Israeli civilians and contin-
ues to encourage the stabbing and
Killing of Israelis on the street— and
not a word from GetUpL. What is the

— — —— tobespent onwork other thanin core 15/5) 1 suggest that the police take a If Sara Saleh is genuinely concemed difference between the methods ofIs-
Olympic ideals must not be by of some chools Thank goodness for Pamck Smith's  about Israeli i of the Does GetlUp!
dosobadly. Th should becalled the  article. His tempered cyni med.m (“Getl
ensure that the controversial Safe response. It will do them good tova-  regard to the nf Usain are its bizarre h to one
Schools program does not extend to  cate the ch seats and see some Bﬂlh'samlielfmmthe 'mindlesstwad- cede the Israelis are doing a terrible  country inthe Middle East?
As Usain Bolt s ish i o i SA primary schools. Flinders Univer- ~ frontline action. There is the added dle that has been written about this job, given the anti-Israel opinions Borecki, Bellevue Hill NSW
almost 45km/h to claim his third 100m search for excellence that exists in
gold medal in three successive Olympic  sport,and maybe in life tself.”
Games, theworld knew what it was Australians have excelled at these . g .
scong “Thegraed"wasthoply  Games Fom heunopecd White men can’t jump, but can they take offence? Looks like a matter for the AHRC
individu yle Chalmers
Bmce Mv:Av to ﬂleleamzccmnplishmem of our
"The cricket lo loving Jamaicanstar has  women's rugby sevens, from Catherine - traliansin the public service. Thelat- My assessment is we are only one or  mate change should far outweigh this
dominated the 00mand200mfora  Skinner'sshotgun ise from obsamly It will be the (UT& est annual report of the peak human  two votes away from where we need  infraction under NSW road rules.
decadeand mmni so totheway sisters Bronteand Cat government's privilege p ASTE rights body shows it employed anav-  to be in the Senate and the right bill,
heis not only the fastest man on th Campbell handled fame and success— to determine whether emgeofthrecpeoplewhowereAbor- - wellcrafted, with heright approarh, Looks like you can't park illegally to
planet but the fastest of all time. me mmepmeumimitm—asweu ou should check yours or Torres Strait Islander, ~hasavery good prospectof passing save the planel, either. Magistrate
) : e o] Y Y sparklng criticism about its commit- Michael Barkoresponds, Daily Tele-
Japan, jces in the has much totreasure. menttoindigenous employment. We'll take that as a comment. An-  graph,yesterday:
power, determination, buuly and  Asthe Games continue, Bolt's drew Bolt cuts off Nick Folkes, ~How s youriding abike going tostop
Bolt’ out, along Fishing for asection I8¢ claim?New ~ Yes, important work. The Austra- IU'snotwhatyousay,it’swhoyousay ~whose Party for Freedom inter- theglaciermeltinginthe North Pole?
Thi the i ishis ‘medal tally Matilda jumps in on the free speech  lian, March 27 lastyear: it about, says Mark Kenny, defend-  rupted services at Gosford Anglican
Oiymplua!dwlvmos!pum of American swimming hero Michael dm:e, line, New Matildaweb-  Human Rights Commission presi-  ing his own column on David Ley- Church, Sky News, Monday: Where would we be without sci-
e Olympic Games were created Phelps. Thei feats should notbe sullied site,yest dent Gillian Triggs says fair-minded mh,emmcsmnmm. Monday:  You've discreditedyour cause, you've ence? Brisbane Times, yesterday:
cynicism that can be Why Ridjculwsly Stupid WhiteMan  Australians would judge as “reason- | was int about power embarrassed yourself, you'e scared  Science proves Vegemite makes
athlete,”said the founder of the modern brought on by doping cheats in their David Leyonhjelm Will Lose His 18c ~ able” her controversial recommen-  here, the idea that. wlnte malesin people,andmate, theinterviewnowis “pretty awful”beer
Games, Pierre de Coubertin. Butnow,  sportsand others. We must believein Racial Discrimination Case dation that a detained refugee wife our community, who were born es- over. Goodbye.
with medal debrate it Abeent anry killer receive $350,000 in taxpayer- ~sentially intomore privilege than any Peak Guardian climbs to 40,000
nation: atthe More from New Matilda, defending  funded compensation. other cohort, that they would have  Cydlist Sue Abbott tellsa magistrate ~feet. Daisy Buchanan writing in The
suchasour. i theirteam  skill and i the work of taxpayer-funded privi- any deep understanding of what en-  she shouldn’t have to wear a bike Guardian, yesterday:
results, ity. Without legearbitrations, yesterday: Extremely important work indeed.  trenched discrimination looks like, is  helmet because she is saving the There should be a wurd for the sen-
essence of the Gam e The work of the (Australian Human ~ The Australian,yesterday: qune laughable. planet, Daily Telegraph, Tuesday:  sation we experience when peeling
‘Australia’s own Olymplc legend, deeds of those who break the rules, the Rights Commission) is extremely im-  The Australian Human Rights Com- My possible death or my catastrophic ~back the foil lid rom my of warm
Dawn Fraser, once putitthisway: “The  Olympicswould be pointless. portant It haslaboured under funding  mission failed in the 2015 financial ~Liberal senator James Patersonsug- brain injury as well as the climate’s gloop. There’s a release of tension, a
cuts by the Coalition, and yet despite ~ year to meet targets for y ,  continued demise because we won't senseorcomlon coupled with antici-
is has still deli i . theempl of indigenous Aus-  Sky News,yesterday: towards cli-  pation

http://enews.smedia.com.au/theaustralian/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCAUS/2016/08/17&from=12&t0=13
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